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Project Application: 

The assignment below can be used in the English 101/ALP classroom as a stand-alone assignment for only the ALP students, or it can be used as an introductory research assignment that introduces students to preliminary research methods and practices. 
Project Description: 

The following assignment is written as if it were being given as an actual assignment. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A Real World Writing Assignment:
The College Entrance Essay or the Career-Related Cover Letter

Assignment Summary: 

In this assignment, students will select one of two options. The first option is to write a college entrance essay in which they will respond to an actual college entrance prompt. The second option is to complete a writing sample for a particular job describing the student’s interest, qualifications, and aptitude for a particular position. 

Assignment Objectives: 
· PERSONALITY AND INTEREST ASSESSMENT: To consider the student’s past and current interests, goals, and desires to better allow him or her to formulate a possible academic or career path. 

· KNOWLEDGE ENHANCEMENT: To acquire real-world knowledge about various organizations such as colleges, academic programs, employment options, and particular job-related skill requirements. 

· RESEARCH SKILLS DEVELOPMENT: To acquire skills in finding, defining, analyzing, and synthesizing information to assess a college or job-related field. 

· DOCUMENT PRODUCTION: To write a finely crafted and polished essay to a specific audience for a particular purpose that can serve as a template for future writing requirements or as a current writing artifact for a current academic or career-related field. 
Assignment Steps: 

(Below are listed some possible steps to complete the assignment objectives)

I. STEP ONE: Personality and Interest Assessment: 
· Personality Mapping / Clustering = focus on personal interests, passions, activities, and desires, look for patterns and similarities.

· Write One-page Journal Responses: 

· “I am…” 

· “My Dream Job is… “ 

· “If I could be or do anything I wanted, I’d…” 

· Take the Meyers / Briggs Personality Assessment (or a similar personality assessment) 
Related Links:  
http://www.humanmetrics.com/cgi-win/jtypes2.asp
http://www.personalitypathways.com/type_inventory.html
· Read selected portions of “What Color is My Parachute” or other books or articles that focus on helping a person understand his or her aptitudes and interests. 
Related Links:
http://voices.yahoo.com/5-best-career-aptitude-tests-help-find-the-5870110.html
II. STEP TWO: Knowledge Enhancement & Research Skill Development
· Use the college library to find material related to colleges, academic programs, job fields, and particular employment listings. 

· Use Internet search engines to locate particular college websites, academic fields and/or career fields, organizations, and potential employment possibilities. 

· Collect, read, and analyze information (secondary research) on at least three colleges, academic programs, and/or career-related fields in which you are personally interested. 

· After analyzing the printed material, conduct a field investigation (primary research) by developing a questionnaire (ten questions) that can be used in a personal, email, or telephone interview. 

· Synthesize (paraphrase/summarize) secondary and primary research 

III. STEP THREE: Document Production
· Create an outline or organizational chart detailing the intersection of your interests with either the college or the career field

· Develop an essay outline that responds to the college or career field and includes your own related experiences, aptitudes, and qualifications

· Write an initial draft / response to a specific college application essay question or a job-interest cover letter in a particular field

· Have your draft peer-reviewed for interest, accuracy, and style

· Revise your draft

· Proof-read and edit your draft

· Submit final draft to instructor 
Assignment Time Frame: 

The time allotted to each step will vary from teacher to teacher and each semester’s schedule, but the project team estimates that three to four weeks would be sufficient to complete all three steps in sequence. 

Admission Application Essay Requirements 
(institutions local to CCBC students)
Note: 
For those accessing this material who live outside the Baltimore/Washington area, a similar search can be done in one’s area to find out what the local colleges or university’s college entrance essay requirements are by simply accessing their respective websites. 
Common Application
 
Essay of 250-500 words on one of the following topics:

· Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

· Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

· Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

· Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

· A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

· Topic of your choice.
Towson University, Freshman

· Minimum 250-word essay on the topic of your choice
Towson University, Transfer

· None required
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Freshman & Transfer

· Common Application with essay
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Honors College

An essay of approximately 600 words on one of the following topics:

· Describe a work of art (a movie, a novel or poem, a piece of art or music) that had a profound effect on you, and explain why it had this effect. 

· Many of the problems of the 21st century will require interdisciplinary solutions. That is, to solve these problems it will be necessary to integrate knowledge and ways of thinking from different fields, such as from biology and public policy or automotive engineering and ergonomics, literature and neuroscience. The Honors College tries to foster such interdisciplinary thinking. Discuss a problem you have studied or know about that needs an interdisciplinary solution

And, a full paragraph for each of the following questions:

· What are your principal areas of academic interest? What are your career goals?

· What are your areas of interest and involvement in and outside of school?

· What service and leadership experience have you engaged through school or the community?
Nothing says “happy holidays” like a good application essay…

Posted on December 19, 2007 by Josh from UMBC 

As the holidays approach, your college admissions essay is possibly the last thing weighing on your mind.  Since the life of an Admissions Counselor is all about reading those little compositions this time of year, however, allow me to elaborate a bit on what some of us see and would like to see in essays from those of you who have yet to apply to UMBC.

Now mind you, I realize it is difficult to write an earth-shattering piece when it is limited to 350 words.  Still, it is possible to write a clean, colorful, and effective piece in 200 to 350 words, so long as you pay close attention to content, grammar, spelling, and punctuation (yes, I’m talking to you, the student who turned in an essay with the contraction “it is” written as “its” three times; and especially to you, the student who wrote three incoherent and unrelated sentences for your essay—I could go on, but you get the idea).  Take pity on us poor counselors who look at so many numbers when reading applications.  Remember that we’d like to know more about you than your GPA or SAT scores.  We want to see the whole picture!  Okay, so “Jill Smith” has a 3.6 GPA and a 1200 reading + math SAT.  Ooh, but she also knows how to think critically since her essay discusses the role that culture plays in determining the effects technologies such as the computer chip have on society.  Clearly she doesn’t buy into the notion of technological determinism.  Someone with those brains would surely fit in well here at UMBC!

You certainly do not have to write an essay on the narrow topics your application suggests.  We also give you the option to tell us about your goals and/or experiences.  This does not mean we want a laundry list of your life thus far (e.g., “I live in New York and go to Jamestown High School.   I like to sing and dance and play the piano.  When I was a kid I broke my arm.  Now I want to be a doctor and fix other people’s arms.”).  Rather, consider telling us about one element of your goals or experiences in-depth.  You might even tell a little story about yourself in third person.  Lists don’t stick out, but stories definitely catch our attention!

I could write a thick book on suggestions for essays, but just remember to keep them interesting, error-free, and 200 to 350 words (okay, we’ll let 351 words slide—352 is where we draw the line, and 353 is right out, though [just kidding, but seriously, we’ve got a lot of app’s to read—take it easy on us!]).

University of Baltimore, Freshman

Essay or personal statement of 250-500 words describing one of the following:
· the major that interests you at UB and why

· what about UB makes you believe it's the school for you

· a significant experience and its impact on you; or another topic of your choice 
(a graded school paper may be substituted for the writing sample)
University of Baltimore, Transfer
· None required
Stevenson University, Freshman

· Common Application questions; however length of approximately 500 words or two typed pages
Stevenson University, Transfer

· Option essay discussing academic history and career goals
University of Maryland, Freshman

Choose two of the following essay questions to answer. Each essay should be no more than 300 words. Include the question you choose at the start of each essay. The question will not be included in the essay word count. Please include both essays in a single document before uploading. 

· The University of Maryland is propelled by fearless ideas. Our fearlessness generates creativity, innovation, and an entrepreneurial spirit with which few can compete. What ignites your spark and makes you fearless?

· All first year students at the University of Maryland read one book together as part of our First Year Book program. This year’s book is The Signal and the Noise by Nate Silver. Silver asks us to consider why most predictions—even by experts—are so woefully wrong. He writes: “We can never achieve perfect objectivity, rationality, or accuracy in our beliefs. Instead, we can strive to be less subjective, less irrational, and less wrong.” Tell us about a time when your expectations and outcomes differed. How did the lesson learned inform your future decision making?

· “The whole is greater than the sum of its parts.”
--Aristotle
Diversity is one of our core values at the University of Maryland. In order to provide a stellar education and foster outstanding research, we embrace the intellectual, social and cultural differences that are integral to the fabric of our community. The strength of the university is realized through the contributions of every member of our campus. Describe the parts that add up to the sum of you.

· The I‐Series is the signature program of General Education at the University of Maryland. I‐Series courses are lively and contemporary courses that engage students on present‑day topics about big issues in society. They challenge students to wrestle with big questions and examine the ways different disciplines address them. If given the chance to create your own I‐Series course, what would the course be titled, what material would you cover, and most importantly why you would choose it?

· Write your own question
University of Maryland, Transfer

· An essay describing why you wish to transfer to Maryland at this time and explaining academic challenges and/or future goals. Your essay should be no more than 300 words
Johns Hopkins University

· Discuss why you have chosen your major
Colleges Outside of Maryland: 
George Washington University

Approximately 500 words on one of two alternatives:

· The nineteenth-century philosopher John Stuart Mill once wrote that "one person with a belief is equal to a force of 99 who have only interests." Tell us about one of your beliefs - how you came to it, why you hold on to it, what has challenged it, and what you imagine its influence will be on your education or pursuits.

· "Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new." - A. Einstein. Describe your most interesting mistake.
American University

· Why are you a good fit for the American University community?
College of William & Mary

· In 500 or fewer words, what makes you unique and colorful?
University of Virginia, College of Arts & Sciences

· What work of art, music, science, mathematics, or literature has surprised you, and in what way? 
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