Jigsaw Home Group/Expert Group

In a Jigsaw Home Group/Expert Group, each group of students becomes an “expert” on a section of a text and then “teaches” that section to other classmates. This strategy works well when discussing new information with limited time. Through discussion and synthesis of ideas, it promotes deep reading and effective listening skills as well as mastery of content. This version of the Jigsaw can be used in any discipline, but is particularly well-suited to the social sciences, natural sciences, and humanities.

Goal

• To analyze a selected portion of text and share ideas through discussion

Material

• Selected text divided into fairly equal sections and numbered

Instructions

1. Divide students into small groups known as “home” groups. The number of sections of the text determines the number of members in each group.

2. Assign each member of the group a section of the text to read. Students take notes and become the “expert” for that section.

3. Allow an appropriate amount of time for reading and completing notes on the text pieces. This work can be given as homework, prepared in advance of the class.

4. Students leave their “home” groups and form “expert” groups corresponding to the sections of the text.

5. Each “expert” group discusses their portion of the text, share notes, clarifies questions, and summarizes the information.

6. Students take the summarized information and return to the “home group” as an “expert” on that section of the text.

7. Each student teaches the material on which he or she has become the “expert.”

8. Debrief as a class and share thoughts and responses.
