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
 The people I love the best
 jump into work head first
 without dallying in the shallows
 and swim off with sure strokes almost out of sight.
 They seem to become natives of that element,
 the black sleek heads of seals
 bouncing like half-submerged balls.

 I love people who harness themselves, an ox to a heavy cart,
 who pull like water buffalo, with massive patience,
 who strain in the mud and the muck to move things forward,
 who do what has to be done, again and again.

“To Be of Use”
- Marge Piercy




 I want to be with people who submerge
 in the task, who go into the fields to harvest
 and work in a row and pass the bags along,
 who are not parlor generals and field deserters
 but move in a common rhythm
 when the food must come in or the fire be put out.




 The work of the world is common as mud.
 Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust.
 But the thing worth doing well done
 has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.
 Greek amphoras for wine or oil,
 Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums
 but you know they were made to be used.
 The pitcher cries for water to carry
 and a person for work that is real.  - 1982





what does it mean to you, to “be 
of use”?

… as an educator





 “to educate”: from Latin, 
ēducāre, to lead out

some etymology




on integrity…

  “We    
teach who 
we are.”

            Parker J. Palmer




 

































… we have been called to 
teaching

… called to our developmental 
students

…and whomever we are




…who struggle




visible walls …



cognitive issues




finances




work




family




housing 




transportation




time management




health 




abuse




…and invisible walls

http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDu5HRZQRlg

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDu5HRZQRlg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDu5HRZQRlg



anxiety




“mindsets”




fixed vs. growth mindset




“stereotype threat”
















social capital





“it’s not what you know, 
but …”

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=oS3fCcQawk95cM&tbnid=Mx4VMNxPfqGFwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://iws2.collin.edu/lstern/INTRO-WEB-UNIT3A-LECTURE-MICRO-THEORY.html&ei=33iYU6qpOMylsATzgoDIBw&bvm=bv.68693194,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFRVauXXjo59iQyhgGhBO7H80yq0g&ust=1402587729467543








“The story of their lost footing is also the 
story of something larger -- the growing 
role that education plays in preserving class 
divisions. .. education, a force meant to 
erode class barriers, appears to be fortifying 
them” (DeParle).

 

DeParle writes:





life + affective issues

non-cognitive 




what is our role?




listening…












“Attentiveness”








connecting to resources












engaging and challenging




 letter of motivation/mid-semester check in
 on-going, formative assessment
 “mindsets” questionnaire
 CCBC resource game
 engaging classroom activities
 short essay assignments 
 Family History I-Search/Research project
 end of semester final, analytic essay

sharing …
selected practices/assignments




 Write down two (2) practices/assignments 

you have used or might use to respond to 
some of the non-cognitive issues mentioned 
above

Share with a neighbor

yours?




snowball




q & a




 Peter Adams, Professor Emeritus, former Director, Accelerated 

Learning Program, CCBC
 Susan Gabriel, Director, Associate Professor, Accelerated 

Learning Program, CCBC
 Jacqueline Scott, Assistant Professor, English Department, 

CCBC
 David Truscello, Larry Coleman, Jadi Keambiroiro, 

Coordinators, Culturally Relevant Teaching Institute, CCBC
 Sonya Caesar, Former Coordinator of Financial Literacy, CCBC
 Colleagues of Teaching, Learning Roundtable Committee, 

CCBC

acknowledgments




 Barkley, Elizabeth F.  Student Engagement Techniques:  A Handbook for College Faculty.  San Francisco: 

 John Wiley & Sons, 2010.
 Bean, John C. Engaging Ideas: The Professor’s Guide to Integrating Writing, Critical Thinking, and Active 

Learning in the Classroom.  San Francisco:  John Wiley & Sons, 2001.
 Cox, Rebecca D. The College Fear Factor: How Students and Professors Misunderstand One Another.  

Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2009.
 DeParle, Jason. "For Poor, Leap to College often Ends in a Hard Fall." New York Times, Late Edition 

(East Coast) ed. Dec 23 2012. ProQuest. Web. 18 June 2015 . 
 Dixon, Deborah.  Writing Your Heritage:  A Sequence of Thinking, Reading, and Writing Assignments.  

Berkeley: National Writing Project, 1993.
 Dweck, Carol S.  Mindsets, The New Psychology of Success: How We Can Learn to Fulfill Our Potential. 

New York: Ballantine Books, 2007.
  Intrator, Sam M. and Megan Scribner, Eds.  Teaching With Fire: Poetry That Sustains the Courage to 

Teach.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass, 2003.
 McCrorie, Kenneth.  The I-Search Paper: Revised Edition of Searching Writing.  Portsmouth: 

Heinemann, 1984.
 Palmer, Parker J.  The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life. 10th ed. San 

Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2009.
 Steele, Claude M.  Whistling Vivaldi:  How Stereotypes Affect Us and What We Can Do.  New York:  

W.W. Norton, 2011.  

references




Linda S. De La Ysla, Ph.D.
Associate Professor - English Department

     The Community College of Baltimore County
Ldelaysla2@ccbcmd.edu
443-840-4271

contact

mailto:Ldelaysla2@ccbcmd.edu

